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SUBJ: PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY TO HOLD SESSION IN AUGUST 

1 . SUMMARY: THE PYITHU HLUTTAW (PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY) WILL OPEN 
ITS NEXT SESSION ON AUGUST 25, AN UNUSUALLY EARLY DATE FOR THIS 
EVENT WHICH NORMALLY TAKES PLACE IN OCTOBER. THE PARTY CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE WILL PRBABLY MEET JUST PRIOR TO THE SESSION. THIS 
MEETING HAS FUELED RUMORS OF PENDING CHANGES OF HIGH-LEVEL GUB 
PERSONNEL. HOWEVER, WE HAVE NOTHING TO SUBSTANTIATE THESE 
RUMORS. THE MAJOR LEGISLATION TO BE CONSIDERED SEEMS TO BE A 
BILL TO DEFINE THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. BURMESE PRESS ANNOUNCED THAT THE PYITHU HLUTTAW WILL HOLD 
ITS NEXT SESSION BEGINNING AUGUST 25. THIS IS AN UNUSUALLY 
EARLY DATE FOR THIS SESSION WHICH NORMALLY IS HELD IN LATE 
OCTOBER. RUMORS OF TOP-LEVEL PERSONNEL CHANGES IN THE GUB 
AND OF A REFT BETWEEN PRESIDENT NE WIN AND HIS HEIR APPARENT, 
GENERAL SAN YU. CONTINUE TO DOMINATE RANGOON’S RUMOR MILLS, 

AND THE DATE OF THE UPCOMING SESSION HAS SERVED TO ADD FUEL 
TO THESE STORIES. MOST OF THE RUMORS CLAIM THE PERSONNEL 
CHANGES ARE SPARKED BY PERSONALITY CLASHES OR PERSONAL 
AMBITION AND NOT BY ANY MAJOR DEBATE WITHIN GUB OVER POLICY 
MATTERS. SO FAR THERE ARE NO HARD FACTS TO SUBSTANTIATE ANY 
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OF THE STORIES. MOREOVER, WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY HIGH-RANKING 
GUB OFFICIALS, INCLUDING MILITARY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
COL. TIN OO, THAT THERE IS NO SUBSTANCE TO THE RUMORS OF 
DRAMATIC PERSONNEL CHANGES, AND SPECIFICALLY THAT SAN YU IS 
NOT RPT NOT IN TROUBLE. 

3. NORMALLY A PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING TAKES PLACE 
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A FEW DAYS IN ADVANCE OF AN ASSEMBLY SESSION, AND ALTHOUGH 
THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT, WE ASSUME THE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE WILL MEET PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED ASSEMBLY SESSION. 
ACCORDING TO SOME RELIABLE SOURCES, THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE WAS 
SCHEDULED TO MEET IN LATE JULY, BUT THIS MEETING WAS POSTPONED 
DUE TO VISITS TO BURMA BY THE BANGLADESH PRESIDENT AND THE 
JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER. 

4. MOST SOURCES AGREE THAT THIS SESSION WILL FINALLY GET 
AROUND TO CONSIDERING THE "PRIVATE ENTERPRISES BILL," LEGISLATION 
THAT WOULD DEFINE THE RIGHTS AND LIMITS OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE IN 
BURMA AND OFFER THE PRIVATE SECTOR SOME GUARANTEE AGAINST 
NATIONALIZATION. THE LAST TWO PYITHU HLUTTAW SESSIONS POSTPONED 
CONSIDERATION OF A DRAFT LAW ON THIS MATTER, AND ONE WELL-PLACED 
SOURCE TOLD AN EMBASSY OFFICER THAT HE DOUBTED THAT IT WOULD BE 
PASSED AT THE UPCOMING MEETING. 

5. THE EMBASSY WILL REPORT FURTHER ON DETAILS OF THE 
UPCOMING SESSION AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE. 

BARTLEY 
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